Attachment 6
The National Key Laboratory of Water Disaster Prevention
Management Regulations of the Belt and Road Science and Technology Fund on Water and Sustainability
General Rules
Water security and regional sustainable development are closely linked with the national security as well as the regional and international peace and stability. As a positive response to the "Belt and Road" initiative, the Belt and road (B&R) Fund on Water and Sustainability was set up by the The National Key Laboratory of Water Disaster Prevention ( Hohai University & Nanjing Hydraulic Research Institute). Scholars and scientific researchers at home and abroad are warmly welcomed to conduct visiting research in the Lab. Our purpose is to promote the collaborative research and cooperative development in the fields of hydrology-water resources and hydraulic engineering for countries and regions along the B&R.

Consisting of Key and General Fund Projects, the B&R Fund will offer financial support to excellent scientists for the fundamental research and applied fundamental research projects on water security and sustainability in countries and regions along the B&R which are of high scientific values and application prospects.

 Specific areas of interest

Focusing on the key tasks of water disaster prevention in the laboratory, we will focus on supporting the application of basic research on (1) Flood and drought disaster evolution and forecast and warningt, (2) Regulation of hydrodynamic system and recovery of rivers and lakes, (3) Water engineering disaster mechanism and prevention and control.

Application Guideline of the Belt and Road Science and Technology Fund on Water and Sustainability of the The National Key Laboratory of Water Disaster Prevention (hereinafter referred to as the Guideline) is announced annually, which explicitly stipulates the specific funding scope.

Project Application
1. The applicant should have already earned a PhD degree, and are scientific teachers or researchers with a middle-level professional title or above. For the applicant without a senior professional title, two recommendation letters from peer experts who have possessed a senior professional title in the related fields are required for the application. The Lab staff are out of consideration as PI.

2. Projects relying on the experimental platform and research bases of the Lab will be given priority.

Projects which are conducted by applicants aboard or in collaboration with fixed researchers of the Lab will be given priority.

Visiting scholars at home or aboard will be given priority.

Key Fund Projects are encouraged to be applied in cooperation with the team members of the Lab. 

The project research period is generally two years. Applications for significant research projects are not subject to the above time limit, but must have special recommendations from two senior experts or corresponding research institutes. The study begins on January 1st in the next year.
Application forms are expected to be downloaded from the website of Lab (http://wr.hhu.edu.cn) which should be sent by post (accepted by postmark) and submitted via email to wdl@hhu.edu.cn within the required time. Non-standard form applications will not be accepted. All application materials submitted by the applicants will not be returned.
The number of the B&R Fund Project combined with the Open Research Fund Project in research of the Lab should not exceed two for each applicant. Applicants who have been funded before, must submit the research progress, final report and main results of the previous funded project (in duplicate).
Project Approval
1. After the qualification and formality examination by the Lab, more than two high-level peer experts will be invited to do the written reviews.

2. The applications will be reviewed by the organized expert group, and then be submitted to the B&R Fund Academic Commission of the Lab for the final review.
3. Based on the approval of the B&R Fund Academic Commission, the applicants will be informed after the laboratory director issues the project assignments.
4. According to the approval notice and previous application form, applicants should carefully prepare the funded project research plan and sign the research contract. All the materials should be mailed to the Lab as the basis of funding and checking. Overdue projects without any explanation before deadline will be deemed as waivers.

Project Implementation and Management
1. The PI or principal researchers should carry out research work in accordance with the plan each year. The project will be managed by specialized personnel assigned by the Lab. 

2. Innovation is encouraged for the project. Any changes such as reducing the research targets or content, termination of the project, changing research period, and etc., should be reported to the Lab for reviews.

3. If the PI changes the working institution, the project can be completed in either original or new institutions, which must be reported to the Lab in time for reviews and approval. Generally, the PI cannot be switched to another person. If the PI is absent from research position for more than 6 months, the PI institution should find an appropriate researcher as project agent and report the changes to the Lab. If the PI is absent from their position for more than 1 year, the B&R Academic Commission of the Lab has the right to terminate the project.
4. The research status should be reported to the Lab according to the plan, including the project completion status, major achievements, and etc. Besides, the PI should present academic reports at the annual academic conference of the Lab.

5. Training researchers can be recommended by the PI to take part in the research project. The training researchers will be paid by their original working institution. However, the Lab can provide free research conditions and appropriate incentives according to their academic performance.

6. The Lab provides favorable working conditions for visiting scholars and even special consultation from senior experts to solve some theoretical and technical difficulties if necessary.

7. If necessary, the PI can apply to the Lab for technical assistants (usually less than six months) whose salary is paid by the project.

8. The B&R Academic Commission of the Lab has the right to post a serious warning and cancel funding the project under the following circumstances: (1) The PIs fail to make expected progress; (2) the project implantation presents serious issues; (3) The PIs cannot guarantee enough time for the project.
Funding Use and Management
1. Scope of Funding Use

(1) Operating expenses related to the funded research project, including the purchase, processing and renting fees of small equipment, experimental materials, traveling expenses of visiting staff, academic activity fees, assistant salary, information cost, and etc.
(2) Use and maintenance fees of public facilities of the Lab, including the purchase of equipment and related parts, maintenance and processing fees, etc.

(3) Management fees of the project and achievements such as the project review and award application expenses, travel expense, and etc.

2. Funding Management
(1) The project expenditure will be allocated annually to the PI.
(2) A fixed fund is for a fixed purpose. The funding cannot be used for other purposes but can be carried forward to the next year. Any violation of the regulation can result in termination of the project funding. Besides, the unexpended balance after the project completion should be returned to the Lab.

(3) Projects carried out in the Lab or relying on the public experimental platforms of the Lab will be given priority. To ensure the effective research work, the use intensity of the public experimental facilities must be carefully estimated in the project plan. The maintenance, related research, and achievement management fees during the project implementation should be preserved in proportion.

(4) The funding of the terminated projects will be collected back partially or in full and will be used for other projects. 
(5) The raw materials, small equipment, and etc., purchased by the funded projects, cannot be used for other purpose and should be returned to the Lab after completing the projects.

Management of Project Achievements
    The PI should submit the following materials to the Lab after completing the projects.
1. The final research report of the project.

2. More than three representative achievements should be submitted， and the overview of main contents, technological innovation, academic contribution, serving the country's major needs, solving key core problems, influence at home and abroad, etc.

Representative achievements could be:

High-level papers published in searchable journals or proceedings.
Granted patents which have already transformed.

Standards.
3. All representative achievements must acknowledge that the research is financially supported by the B&R Fund of the Lab. If the PI works in Hohai University or Nanjing Hydraulic Research Institute, all their representative achievements must put the Lab as the first signature institution. If the project investigators work in other institutions, at least one representative achievement should put the Lab as the first signature institution.

4. The full name of the Lab is “The The National Key Laboratory of Water Disaster Prevention, Hohai University”, or “The The National Key Laboratory of Water Disaster Prevention, Nanjing Hydraulic Research Institute”. And the full name of the B&R Fund is “The Belt and Road Science and Technology Fund on Water and Sustainability of the The National Key Laboratory of Water Disaster Prevention”.

5. For projects using the public experimental platform of the Lab, the original data and materials should be submitted to the Lab.

6. Copy of the project appraisal and review opinions.

7. Copy of the project award certificates.

8. The research achievements are shared by the Lab, the researchers themselves and their college as well as other funding agencies.


